The formation of the national identity is determined by the process of comparing "yourself" with "the other". The feeling of the national identity is fixing the differences "our -strangers", "ours -not ours". 
Introduction
Analysis of the problem of identity of national culture is closely linked with the definition of the place and role of Russia in the world culture.
The formation of the national identity is due to the process of comparing "yourself" with "other". The sense of your national identity is the fixation of distinguishing "ours -strangers" When the ethnic culture itself is formed, then there is an intensive process of self-reflection, self-identification; "the image of yourself" is created in relation to the "images" of other people, countries and cultures. Even in ancient times in the European consciousness there was a problem of geographic and cultural identity and differentiation of people and countries. Ancient Greeks called all those who did not speak their language "barbarians". As the historian Jaspers C. says: "The Greeks laid the foundations of the Western world, and made sure that the world exists only insofar as they constantly direct their gaze to the East, which is in the disengagement with it, understanding it and pulling away from it, taking over from it some certain characteristics and processing them, fighting with it, and in this struggle the power goes alternately from one side to another". Thus, since ancient times human consciousness has had a special attitude towards the problem of forming the image of one's people and images of the others.
Review of literature
The image of Russia as it has been realized and historically changed in Russia 
Historical background
Our own image in Russian culture and the image of the others (the other country and its people) is an instrument of self-knowledge, the method of creation of "your own image", comparing "images" with the dynamics of the Russian cultural process and the evolution of ideas about others and about yourself. 1) The idea of exclusivity of Russia in the world history and culture;
2) The idea of Russia as the East;
3) The idea of Russia as the West;
4) The idea of Russia as a special Slavic civilization;
5) The idea of Russia as a Eurasian country different from the East and the West;
6) The idea of Russian specificity which is expressed in a combination of Eastern and Western characteristics or in the swinging between the East and the West;
7) The idea of Russian identity in the Christian world;
8) The idea of universality of the Russian spirit;
9) The idea of Russia as a "third force" and in this case as a synthesis of the East and the West;
10) The idea of Russia as a necessary element of global fusion (Erygin A.N. 1998 It is important to note that in the modern sense the term "West" is greatly extended. In addition to European countries and the U.S. it includes Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
The West is the personification of "civilization", the "civilized world" that Russia is perceived as the best example of the organization of public and private life. We should note that for many years during the reign of Soviet ideology, our people were inspired the idea of a terrifying character of the capitalist system, inhibiting the freedom and rights of ordinary people. Since the late 80s the mass media has widely popularized the idea that joining the Western world, the entry into being regarded as the immediate historical task of Russia.
Methodology
In our study we believe that Russia is an independent local civilization. 
Conclusion
So, as the result of our research, we can make a following conclusion. National images 
